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THE LIFE AND TIMES

THE MAGICIAN EP
Some kind words for The Life and Times’ previous efforts:

"Shoegaze-inspired guitars are neatly folded between heavy modern rock drumming, rhythms are toyed with, stretched, and collapsed on songs like 'Muscle Cars' and 'Skateland', and the band creates a wall of sound that moves in and evaporates like fog, leaving only keyboards and moogs behind." Rating: 7.4 - PITCHFORK
"Shiner used trigonometric rhythms and hazy hooks to cultivate their fanbase... Allen Epley still values complex fills and celestial riffs, building stark passages out of those cornerstones." Rating: 4 of 5 - ALTERNATIVE PRESS
One of the ALTERNATIVE PRESS 100 BANDS YOU NEED TO KNOW IN 2007
“The Magician is an eternally building dynamic thing of post-hardcore beauty, more epic than albums twice as long”. Rating: 4 of 5 - ALTERNATIVE PRESS
"Allen Epley contrasts his affectless voice with an instrumental maelstrom, all in service of songs like 'Muscle Cars' (a hallucination of rusted Americana) and 'Thrill Ride' (an evocation of an abandoned carnival). The effect is trippy and violent, yet rolling soundscapes like 'Mea Culpa' also describe culture-rot with a kind of stricken, sympathetic awe." - THE ONION
"The former Shiner frontman’s new album trickles down with a veteran ease… Mellotron and Moog augment the trio’s visceral riff-driven moodiness with Epley’s warm, distinctive tenor coasting above… Acute melodies and a weaving lyrical narrative create a fog of unease and drift." - CMJ
"Not only is the record loud, moody and majestic, it's also one of the finest rock records likely to be released this year." - SOUNDGIRL 

"Dynamic, explosive, bright, moody, coherent, and full of many little surprises and subtle touches." - KANSAS CITY STAR
"The trio’s layered wall of sound is augmented by producer J Robbins (Jawbox, Dismemberment Plan), who’s found the perfect mix of Shiner’s math rock heroics and a shoegazing of guitars and vocals filled with reverb. The result is an album full of epic songs... that are both dark and fragile at the same time." - COLUMBUS ALIVE
"Continuing in Shiner’s cathartic high-decibel vein... [I] can’t help but marvel at the blend of sleek anthemic hookery (is it weird that I’m catching shades of U2 all over the place?) and dense sound atmospherics." - PULSE OF THE TWIN CITIES
"Epley formed brooding alt-rockers Life and Times in the wake of Shiner’s demise, crafting a sound that places greater emphasis on his melancholy-riddled vocals without forgetting the crunching guitar tones that helped make Shiner so memorable." - SHEPHERD EXPRESS
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